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physicians of the soul, he exhausts the language of in-
dignant rhetoric to denounce the luxury which he saw
around him. As a picture of the social life of the age,
his poem, tedious as it is, is valuable, but it does not
compare for its direct interest to our subject with the
vivacious if voluminous Phttippid.
As judging Philip from a further distance, Eobert
of Auxerre, a monk of S. Marianus in that city, whose
original contributions to this history of his time extend
from 1180 to 1211, supplies a number of facts which
other writers have ignored, but he is not an author of
the first or second rank.
While in France S. Denys was the great treasure-
house of history, and the court the home of romantic
legend, both glorifying Philip the Conqueror, foreign
historians were little less impressed by his triumphs.
From his early years poets and chroniclers outside
his own lands had watched and speculated on his career.
"King Philip," says Bertrand de Born, "will he be like
his father, or follow the customs of the great Carlo ?"
" The little king of the great land," the same Troubadour
mockingly called him, and he deckred that he " has lost
his rights because he is so young." But Bertrand, fickle
though he was to the Angevin house, was too much
of a southern knight to look with any impartial feeling
on the northern king. It was different with the
chroniclers of Flanders and of England.
Gilbert of Mons, canon of S. Peter at Namur,
chancellor of the count Baldwin V. of Hainault, saw
French affairs and the character of Philip with a keen
but fair vision. He was the chief if not- the only
statesman who advised the rulers of Hainault in their